English 1302
Essay Two

In your second essay, you’ll do a modified research paper.  What that means is that you’ll organize and write this essay just as you did the first one, with an original thesis backed up by quotations from the play.  Once you have the essay lined out, I want you to augment what you’ve said by citing one time from two secondary sources.  You’ll have a works cited page at the end of your essay which will contain three entries: your two secondary sources and your primary source.

What follows below are some suggested essay topics.  These are meant to help you steer your own thinking and you’ll need to come up with your own organizing thesis sentence.  If you prefer to write about Trifles rather than Othello, you may.  You do need to submit your topic to me for approval.
1. Choose a character and write a character analysis.

2. Why is revenge so central in each of these plays? Consider the vindictive motives of Iago and Othello. How much sympathy is the audience asked to have towards the revenger? Is revenge ever presented as justified, and if so, when? Is it ever successful, and if so, when? What are its consequences? 

3. Consider the nature of masculinity in one of these plays. Othello, Iago, and Cassio are defined and valorized, as men, in terms of military prowess: their identity, reputation, and status all hinge on a certain masculine ideal of the good soldier. Do the crises of these plays represent a failure to conform to masculine ideals, or are they the inevitable outcome of cultural models of manliness? Is Shakespeare critiquing a standard paradigm of masculinity, or lamenting its loss? 

4. Consider the role of art and magic in one of these plays. You might wish to focus on Othello's "enchantment" of Desdemona through stories; the powers attributed to Desdemona's handkerchief.

5. Analyze the role of a "minor" character in the play: someone whose role seems peripheral to the main action. What does this character do for the play? What function does he or she fulfill, and how does the role affect the plot, the other characters, and/or the play's meaning?

6. How does Shakespeare depict women in Othello? Questions to consider include: What roles do women play? Do women have any power, and if so, what does it consist of and what are its limits? What characteristics do women have? Do men and women view the roles and power and characteristics of women differently? Are women seen, by themselves or others, as basically similar, or are there different types of women? Your essay should focus on Desdemona, but you may also use Emilia and Bianca.

7. Examine the role of honesty in the play.
8. Do a character analysis of Iago based on his soliloquies

9. Talk about the meaning of love in Othello

10. Examine Othello as a lover and soldier to suggest how one role undermines the other.
