OpEe To THE WEST WIND /

10 Golden and sanguine laws* which tempt and slay;
Religion Christless, Godless—a book sealed;
A senate, Time's worst statute, unrepealed—
Are graves from which a glorious Phantom® may
Burst, to illumine our tempestuous day.
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Ode to the West Wind!
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O wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn’s being,

W |Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead
Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing, - ¢
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The winged seeds, where they lie cold and low,

Each like a corpse within its gljaﬁgﬁﬁr—fﬁl‘“ Suwalit ot
Thine azure sister of the Spring? shall blow 14
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Wild SEirit, which art moving everywhere;

Leitroyer and Preserver;’j hear, O hear! n:l‘\q
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is  Thou on whose stream, 'mid the steep sky's commotion,
Loose clouds like Earth’s decaying leaves are shed, A ¢ i
Shook from the tangled bou
—

Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic? red
Pestilence-stricken multitudes ou,
o chariotest to their dark wintry bed

10 Her clarion* o'er the dreaming earth, and fill
(Driving sweet buds like flocks to feed in air)
With living hues and odours plain and hill:
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Angels® of rain and lightning; there are spread

On the blue surface of thine aery surge,
20 Like the bright hair uplifted from the head

41.1 la.aws bought with gold and leading to blood-
shed,

3. Le,, a revolution.
This poem was conceived and chiefly written in
a wood that skirts the Arno, near Florence, and on
# day when that tempestuous wind, whose tem-
ature is at once mild and animating, was col-
ting the vapours which pour down the autumnal
mins [Shelley's note]. As in other major Romantic
—for example, the opening of Wordsworth's
Prelude, Coleridge's “Dejection: An Ode,” and the
_Conclusion to Shelley's Adonais—the rising wind,
with the cycle of the seasons, is presented
% the correspondent in the external world to an
change, a burst of creative power that is par-

. Mieled to the inspiration of prophets. In many lan-

s the words for wind, breath, soul, and
Wiration are identical or related. Thus Shelley's
Wt wind is a “spirit” (the Latin spiritus: wind,
"“lh. soul, and tEe root word for inspiration), the
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“breath of Autumn’s being,” which on earth, sky,
and sea destroys in autumn to revive in the spring.
In some philosophical histories of the period, the
spirit of liberty was said to have deserted Europe
for the Americas. In blowing from the west, tEe
wind may carry liberty back again.

Shelley’s sonnet-length stanza, developed from
the interlaced three-line units of the Italian terza
rima (aba beb cde, etc.), consists of a set of four
such tercets, closed by a couplet rhyming with the
middle line of the preceding tercet: aba beb cdc ded

ee. .

2. Referring to the kind of fever that occurs in
tuberculosis.

3. The west wind that will blow in the spring.

4. A high, shrill trumpet.

5. Refers to the Hindu gods Siva the Destroyer
and Vishnu the Preserver.

6. In the old sense of messengers.
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