The Medieval Dramatic Tradition

Medieval plays: three categories

· Mystery—enact events of the Bible

· Miracle—focus on enactments of the miracles performed by the saints

· Morality—centered on the allegorical elements, focusing on allegorical representations of moral issues

· Hero—Character who is meant to represent all Christians.

· The hero is surrounded by allegorical figures representing the issues he must confront

· Plotline follows the spiritual crisis of an individual Christian who must choose between characters representing good and evil.

· Psychomachia—the externalization of the internal battle between good and evil over the fate of the soul is central to most of these plays.

Modern Rendition of Faustus Theme of Trading Something Valuable to the Devil:

· The Little Mermaid
· Damn Yankees
Challenging the Devil

· “The Devil Went Down to Georgia”

Elizabethan Theater

· Considered unsavory so forbidden in London

· Derived from medieval theatre traditions such as 

· mystery plays—complex retellings of legends based on biblical themes

· morality plays

· The theatres themselves

· three stories high and built around an open space at the center

· polygonal to give a rounded effect

· Often had mechanisms that allowed “angels” and “gods” to be lowered down onto the stage and stages were equipped with a trapdoor leading to a “hell” beneath the stage.  Trapdoor also used as a grave in theatrical funerals

· Not much scenery, so the writers used dialogue to explain where the scene was taking place

· The spectacle

· Repertory system, with the same play rarely acted two days in a row

· Only male actors, with female parts played by adolescent boys in women’s costumes

· Not many props, but lavish costumes, which would suggest to the audience the characters’ status, family ties or profession

· The emphasis on clothing made the theme of disguise a common convention.  To exchange places with another character or conceal identity, all an actor needed to do was to change his costume.

· Material included horror, supernatural and gore

· The end: Puritans objected because they believed it promoted immorality
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