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Toni Morrison
First African-American and eighth woman to win the Nobel Prize for literature in 1993, for Beloved.  She’s considered to be the “best writer in America.”

She writes about race and oppression, especially the oppression of women.  
Beloved is about Sethe (Seth-uh) and her daughter Denver, escaped slaves trying to rebuild their lives.  One day a young woman named “Beloved” arrives, and Sethe comes to believe that she is the daughter that Sethe murdered as a two-year old to save her from a live of slavery.

The book is based on an actual historical event.  Margaret Garner murdered her children in 1856 to keep them from being recaptured and taken back into slavery with the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850.

The style of the novel is difficult:

· The story is not told in a linear, chronological style, but rather written in fragments and left for the reader to piece together.

· The point of view in the story switches, with every character—even dead and half dead ones—telling part of the story;

· The story is told using both verse and stream of consciousness at times.
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Jamaica Kincaid

Born in Antigua, a Caribbean island under the rule of Great Britain until 1967, much of her writing is characterized as angry, critical of the colonial system.  She also explores the relationship between mothers and daughters, expressing frustration there as well.
“Girl” is a dialogue between a mother and daughter, with the mother the primary speaker providing a series of lessons on how to behave properly.   Much of her writing focuses on the harm caused by abusive maternal power.

Both Morrison and Kincaid write about finding meaning in cultural heritage, even if that heritage is disdained by the outside world
