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Background: as a genre, sonnets originated in Italy in the 13th century.  
Petrarch, an Italian poet, established the form of the Italian or Petrarchan sonnet 

· 14 lines divided into two clear parts, with the octet posing a problem or a paradox, which the sestet will resolve). 
· The turning point of the sestet is sometimes called the volta, meaning “about turn.”  

·  It signals a turning point in the tension of the poem;

· The volta usually occurs after the eighth line in the Italian sonnet and after the second stanza in the English sonnet
· Written in iambic pentameter

· Written with a clear, established rhyme scheme.

Petrarch is credited with establishing the convention of the sonnet sequence as a series of poems written by a lover who worships a beautiful, unattainable woman.  The sonnet convention is an extension of the medieval courtly love tradition.
In the Elizabethan era, poetry was considered a higher form of literature than drama and sonnets were typically written for private consumption, not publication.  

The English sonnet, sometimes called the Elizabethan or Shakespearean sonnet, differs somewhat in form from the Italian sonnet.
· English sonnet: 14 lines of iambic pentameter, with a set rhyme scheme of a b a b c d c d e f e f g g.  

· Rhymes may be ear-rhymes or eye-rhymes

· ear-rhyme rhymes in sound—increase/peace

· eye-rhyme rhymes by sight—compare/are

· Three quatrains (sets of four lines) concluding with a couplet

· There are often key-words or tie-words, present in the closing couplet that are also present in earlier quatrains

· Arrangement of Shakespeare’s sonnets:

· 1-126: to the fair young, a young and beautiful man of social status, all encouraging him to marry and have children to reproduce his beauty.

· The Rival Poet (78-89)

· The Dark Lady (127-152)
 Shakespeare Sonnet Shakeup: 
http://www.bookrags.com/sonnet
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