Postmodernism:

What is it?

It’s a reaction to Modernism, which believes that reality, though contextual, can be defined collectively and/or personally.

· Postmodernism, in reaction to the atrocities of World War II, the Holocaust, the McCarthy era, the Cold War, and Vietnam, considers modernism to have failed.
· It’s corrupt, oppressive and flawed
· Postmodernism rejects any kind of ordered view of the world, denying inherent meaning in language and abandoning conventional formal structure.
Characteristics of Modernism
· Deconstruction of modernity: You “unpack” the modernist worldview to reveal its constituent parts, questioning the motives of the “truths” we’ve always accepted.
· As part of the deconstruction, you identify the metanarratives (theories that claim to have universal application), asking, “Who profits from these grand narratives?”)
· Examples of metanarratives:
· The Christian notion that mankind is inherently sinful and must be saved by Christ to be redeemed.
· The Enlightenment notion that all problems can be solved through the application of human reason
· The idea that the Muslim world is bent on the destruction of the West and must be therefore destroyed first
· Equality and liberty are “natural” to humankind rather than intellectual constructions (Lord of the Flies)
· Often, metanarratives serve to support the status quo power structure, i.e., Western, capitalistic, bourgeois, white, and masculine.
· Reality cannot be discerned:  Not only is truth not localized, it can’t even be seen.  Rather what we see is simulacra, which are simulations of objects that have no true original.
· The media technologically reproduces and changes social symbols, creating objects that have no basis in the world
· People lose the ability to tell the difference between empirical fact and mass-produced reality.
· Marginal voices become more mainstream.  Rejects the idea of boundaries, believing that all distinctions are undesirable and even impossible
· The only reality comes through individual interpretation
· Values pastiche of ideas, the juxtaposition of ideas from different contexts
[image: image3.jpg]okAY !l TLL CoNFESS! T CANT TAKE ANY
T I MORE. OF THIS INDETERMINISTIC PoSTMoDERN
| RATONAUSMII TVvE NEVER FELT SO
EREEE \ COMPLETELY LOST..!!

WHEN THE GOOD COP - BAD COP ROUTINE NO LONGER GETS RESULTS,
YOU KNOW WHO TO CALL. POSTMODERN CRAP COP.




· Metanarratives are replaced with small, local narratives, which makes possible the multiplicity of theoretical standpoints.
· Syncretism is valued, which is the attempt to reconcile disparate and even opposing beliefs and meld practices of various schools of thought.

· Values bricolage—the process by which people acquire objects from across social divisions t make new cultural identities
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