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Jack London
1876-1916
	I would rather be ashes than dust! 
I would rather that my spark should burn out 
    in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry-rot. 
I would rather be a superb meteor, every atom 
    of me in magnificent glow, than a sleepy and permanent planet. 
The function of man is to live, not to exist. 
I shall not waste my days trying to prolong them. 
I shall use my time.
Credo, Attributed to London


Why is he important?

· He was one of the most popular writers of his time and because he wrote 1000 words a day for 18 years, he was also one of the most productive.
How does he fit with his time?

· He was a socialist and a member of the working class.  

· He was influenced by both Nietzsche’s idea of the Superman, Spencer’s social Darwinism, and Karl Marx’s socialism.
· The "superman" was perfect in both mind and body. He was unmatched in strength and intelligence. He was also not encumbered by religious or social mores.

· Social Darwinism was a late 19th century sociological theory which was primarily based on the writings of Herbert Spencer. Inherent in the theory of Social Darwinism was Spencer's "survival of the fittest." Borrowing from Charles Darwin's theory of evolution, Social Darwinists believed that societies, as do organisms evolve over time. Nature then determined that the strong survive and the weak perish.

· For Marx, socialism was merely a stage between the age of capitalism and communism. Through socialism, ownership of the means of production and distribution are communally owned rather than privately owned.   In “How I Became a Socialist,” London wrote

· "The women of the streets and the man of the gutter drew very close to me. I saw the picture of the social pit as vividly as though it were a concrete thing, and at the bottom of the Pit I saw them, myself above them, not far, and hanging on to the slippery wall by main strength and sweat. And I confess a terror seized me. What when my strength failed" when I should be unable to work shoulder to shoulder with the strong men who were babes unborn."

· He’s considered a naturalist, a writer exploring the conversation between free will and determinism

What are the literary characteristics that define his work?

· Much of his writing was based on his own experiences to the point that contemporary literary critics believed him second-rate because he only transcribed experiences rather than creating fiction.
· He was also accused of plagiarism during his career because he bought plots from Sinclair Lewis and based stories on newspaper accounts of true events.

· Thematically, he’s a complex naturalist and has been called a master of the description of slow death;
