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The Invaders Chart

2000 BC Groups from the Iberian peninsula 
(modern-day Spain and Portugal)

600 BC Celts (from different parts of Europe)

55 BC Romans (from Italy)

410 AD Anglo-Saxons (from modern Germany)

793 AD Vikings (from modern Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden)

1066 AD Normans (from modern France)



Stonehenge



The Celts



The Celts

¸The organization of its society

¸ Tribal culture, organized by clans, each with its own king

¸ Disputes between individuals were disputes between clans;

¸ Blood-feud: murder or insult against an individual required the 

clan to avenge

¸The life of the clan was organized around warfare

¸ Prior to the Roman invasion, warfare was more of a 

sport, focusing on hunting and raids;

¸Warrior culture, loyal to a king, fight-to-death



Celtic Warriors

Celtic warriors believed that the soul resided in the 
head, so they beheaded their enemies not just to kill 
them but to steal their life essence.



The Celts

¸Against the Romans, 

war was more 

organized
¸ Warriors would stand in 

front of the enemy, scream 

and beat their spears and 

swords against their shields;

¸ They would run into the 

opposing army, screaming the 

entire way.

¸ Opposing armies would 

scatter.



Celtic Society

¸ Built walled farms and 
wood-hut villages

¸ Grew crops and raised 
livestock;

¸ Used iron and bronze tools;

¸ Reciprocal economyñ
goods and services are not 
exchanged but given by 
individuals to individuals, 
based on mutual kinship and 
obligations;



Julius Caesar



After the Roman Invasion



Hadrianõs Wall



Life Under Roman Rule

¸More stable, less violent and nomadic life

¸ Improved infrastructures:

¸ Paved roads

¸ Sturdier buildings made of stone and brick

¸ Sanitation systems, public baths, public meeting houses, 

law courts, and amphitheaters

¸After 300 AD, Rome began to weaken and by 500 

AD, the empire had collapsed.

¸ Romans were forced to withdraw troops from Britain 

to fight battles at home in Italy.



The Anglo Saxons

¸As Rome weakened, Anglo-Saxon warriors from 
Germany were hired to protect Britons from 
invading Celts.
¸ These people decided that England was more fertile 

than Germany and invaded as well.

¸Ordered Roman life was replaced with tribal 
culture (again).

¸Anglo Saxons provided customs that endured:
¸ The language, English

¸ Its literatureñwritten as opposed to oral

¸ Its government--,monarchy: one king

¸ Its religion--Christianity



Augustine: 597 A.D.



Manuscript Bibles



Conversion to Christianity: 625



Sutton Hoo



Celtic Mythology



Celtic Goddess Worship



King Offa and Bede: 750 A.D.



Viking Invasions

¸Invasions from 793 to 1066

¸Brought a tribal culture of professional 

soldiers led by warrior-kings

¸Motivated by a need for land to support 

their people.

¸By the end of the 9th century, the Anglo-

Saxons, who did not disappear with this 

invasion, were ruled by pagan Vikings.



9th Century Viking Invasion


